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I CHURCH H ISTORY

hos such o long,  exc i t ing h is tory  thot  spoce wi l l  not  Permi t  the

f rom o desi re in  the heor t  o f  on e lder ly  lody to  o present  doy

r
]

Fother lond BoPt is t  Church

fu l l  s to ry  o f  he r  l ong  i ou rneY
greot  church.

F o t h e r l o n d  c h u r c h  w o s  c o n c e i v e d  i n  t h e  h e  o r t  o f  M r s .  E .  E .  H u d s o n ,  w h o  l i v e d  i n  i h e

t w o  h u n d r e d  b l o c k  o f  F o f h e r l o n d  S t r e e t .  O n c e  t h e  e l i i e ,  r e s i d e n t i q l  s e c t i o n  o f  N o s h v i l l e ,

th is  q reo  wos neg lec ted  s ince  the  iown hod spreod in  o ther  d i rec i ions .  The c r ime wove wos

v e r y  h i g l . r ,  b e e r  p o r l o r s  q n d  d o n c e  h o l l s  w e r e  p l e n t i f u l .  T h i s  w q s  q  t r o n s i e n t  c o m m u n i t y .

I t  w o s  i n  l g 3 g  t h o t  t h e  L o r d  m o v e  d  o n  t h e  h e o r t s  o f  t h e  H u d s o n s ,  o l o n g  w i t h  o  n o t  h e  r

fomi ly ,  the  Pomeroys ,  to  s to r t  o  miss ion .  They  contoc ted  the i r  pos tor ,  R .  F .  Lcngs ton ,  who

w o s  w i l t i n g  i o  g i v e  i t  o  i r y .  A  t e n t  w o s  s e t  u P r  o  r e v i v . o l  h e l d ,  o n d  o u t  o f  t h i s  m e e t i n s J c o r n e

the  des i re  to  ren f  on  o ld  house ondopen o  miss ion ,  In  ihe  spr ingof  1939,  the  miss io r t  opened

under  the  leodersh ip  o f  Reverend Longston  o  nd  She lby  Avenue Bop i is t  Church  .  By  the  f i rs t

monfh  i f  wos  poy ing  i t ' s  own woy.  ln  one shor t  yeor  the  miss ion  wos reody  io  be  orgon ized

in to  o  fu l t - t ime church ,  The do te  wos se t ,  ond s is te r  churches  were  inv i ted .  On ihe  n igh i

o f  August  g ,  1940,  we orgon ized in io  the  Fofher tond 5 t ree  t  Bopt is t  Church  w i th  fo r ty* two

members .  Two yeors lo fe r  o  fu l l - t ime pos tor  wos  co l led"  A  th ree  s to ry  Sundoy Schoo l  bu i ld -

ing  wos lo te r  e rec ted  w i th  o  spoc ious ,  comfor lob le ,  beout i fu l  oud i to r ium soon fo l low ing .
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on the opening sundoy,  the bui ld ing wos complete ly  f i l led ond 'cont inued wi th  o good

ot tendonce unt i l  Decerb"r '15,  lg4g,  *h"n o l l  rhe bui ld ings were dest royed by f i re .  For  us,

i i  seemed thot the bottom of o u r world hod dropped o u t,  but the Lo"rd onswered our proyers

by orronging to  hove us ossemble in  the o ld Dix ie  Tobernocle,  which wos two b locks up the

, t r "ut .  i l t [orgh the bui ld ing hod d i r t  f loors,  crude benches,  ond l i t t le  heot ,  we were so

thonkful for i t .  ln August of the next yeor, we moved fo the Seventh Doy Adventist Church

bu i l d ins  ond  remo in " i  t h " . "  un t i l  we  pu rchosed  the  Russe l l  S t ree t  P resby te r i on  p rope r l f  r

l oco tedo t  E leven thond  Russe l l  S t ree ts .  I n  l ess  thon  one  yeo r ,  o  l o rge  bo l cony  wos  odded  to

occomodote the crowd. In{8€, o purchose of ol l  of the corner ot Tenth ond Russell  Streets

wos  mode ,  where  cons t ruJon  begon  on  the  new,  beou t i f u l  oud i to r i um.  The  bu i l d ing  wos

roon poid ior .  A few yeors lo ler ,  o  ch i ldren 's  bu i ld ing wos odded ond poid for '

Busses hove been purchosed to bring our people to church who do not hove the meons of

t ronspor tot ion.  l f  one wished to remoir i  o t  home,  he moy I  is te  n to  severo l  progroms * ! : l

ore o l l  broodcosted f rom the church 's  own rodio s tudio in  connect ion wi th  WNAH, "The Old

CountryChurch Hour , , ,  , ,The Gospel  Hour" ,  ond "The Hour  for  the Shut- lns"  hove o l l  brought

b less ings to  mony persons.  We hove been on the o i r  twenty- four  yeors,  wi th  o lmost  s ixhours

o f  rod io  t ime  week ly .

We hove orgonized four  churches outof  Fother londond hove hod o por t  in  the beginnings

of severol other. The poper, which hosbeen in publicotion for more thon twenty-three yeors,

hos  o  c i r cu lo t i on  reoch ing  i n to  o lmos t  eve ry  s to ie .  Fo r  mony  yeo rs  Fo the r lond  hos  been

send ing  m iss i ono r i es  i n t o  o the r  coun t r i es .  A f r i co ,  Jomo ico ,  l s roe l ,  ond  Novo io  I nd ion

Countr  in  Ar izonq,  ore iust  o  few p loces thot  our  people ore spreoding the word of  ourLord

ond  Sov iou r .

We owe so much to mony people, those who mode greot socrif ices to serve the Lord ond

churchwel l  before meet ing ihei rCreotor ,  o long wi th  those st i l ls t r iv ing fo  re loyHis messoge. .

These people d id th is  though,  becouse they hod o s t rong dedicot ion ond. love for  the Lords

Church,  ond especio l ly  lost  rou l r .  Th is  love wi l l  o lwoys cont inue down through the oges to

come,  unt i l  the f ino l  doywhen we moy heor  the Lord soy,  "Wel l  done."  Fother lond hos used

ol l  o f  the too ls  p locej  o t  her  d isposol ,  hos done her  best  for  the g lory  of  God,  ond He hos

blessed her efforts through His obounding groce.

Rev"  W.  W.  Mi les
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