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: A Biographical $Sketeh of the Waptist Pioneer
z Preacher, the Rev. Thomas Patient,
* l TWho Yisited the American
' Continent in 1630
N

BY
Rev. Josunua E, Wios, D.D,

; It 15 claimed, and with considerable warrant, that the Baptist
i‘l folks are invariably so busily engaged in the making of history,
I that they pay little or 1o attention fo repeating ol it, notwith-
; g standing the grear American historian, Dancroft, places the Bap-
tist in the foreiront of every movement that has for its object the
moral, civil and religious development of the race. Indeed, it was
L : Bancroft who paid the splendid tribute to the Daptist worthy,
L Roger Williams, by saying: “He was the first person, in modern
Christendom, to assert the doctrine of liberty of conscience in re-

- :
» !L - ligion,” and further, IJancroft declares: “The distingnishiig:chn-
4 tribution to human progress and happiness in tie"scturing .t Yhe
individual soul-liberly, is the trophy of the Daptist.” With such
1 T splendid recoguition of Daptistic c¢ffort and contribution to the

civil and religious betterment of humanity, we venture to ask our
readers 1o consider the subject of this tlistorical Sketch, Thomas
Patient, the Pioneer Daptist Preacher, who contributed no little
share toward thal magnificent accomplishment of soul liberty,
the Keystone of our American Institutions and Liberties,

There were few, indeed, among the glorious galaxy of our
Baptist forcfathers of his day, who merited recognition more thai
1) this able, eloquent and scholarly Daptist pioneer preacher, Thomas

ad
R T Patient, who blazed the way “in the woods and read the Big Book

ERE

to the wild Indian” in those carly formative times of our Colon-

ial history.
This heroic champion of the Doctrines of the Grace of God
n Kalived in a remarkable time. There were changes in the ecclesias-
W tical and civil affairs of the Dritish and the Continental peaples.
y The great political upheaval that followed in the wake of the Re-
3 formation had not subsided, and the multiplied sects that appeared




upon all sides, were in cvidence, with their fanatical notions, and
the anthorities were called upon to deal with the advocates of the
various newly launched fads, and the conduct of their half-baked
leaders. It was in this remarkable era of the world’s history that
Thomas Fatient was born, and later became a man among men.

The great and rapidly changing conditions of those formative
times, challenged all that was best in those men of stout heart,
iron will, and strong, red blood, who dared to express thejr con-
victions and demand soul-liberty for themselves and for all men.
These were men of stirring worth. They attempted and did
bring “things to pass.” They had become aroused to the impera-
tive necessity of shaking off the oppressive and tyrannical yoke of
their “over-lords,” both temporal aud spiritual. They entered
into the fray, with the enthusiasmn of men who had caught the
vision, that had wafted before the mind's eve of Zeno, the stoic,
when he tanght the Brotherhood of Mankind. It was beginning
lo break through the big, black, dark night of ignorance. Zeno
had made known his thought to the race, long cre the Grecian phil-
osophers taught their Greek philosophy, or the Roman legions
had subdued and conquered their opponents. The superstition
and wedizval sacerdotalism of the Roman hierarchy had been
defeated by the red-hot shot of Luther, and the great Reforma-
tion that followed in his wake. The printing-press, which under
God becarpe dugh g mighty engine for the circulation of the sacred
Sertptyres, that Had been so long prohibited by the Romanists,
was now cffectually enabling the preachers to distribute in the
common tongue of the people, the Rible, and Bible reading be-
came the order of the day.

The vision of Zeno began to take on tangible shape, ideas be-
came actualities, brotherhoods were forming. Throughout the
British Isles, and upon the Continent, men became alive to their
inalienable right to worship God according to their understanding,
freed from all civil and ecclesiastical interference.

The advanced ideas of Sir Walter Raleigh, on his return from
the land beyond the sea, had attracted public attention. The Brit-
ish public became restless for change. New enterprises were
planned. Commercial and religious compantes were formed, and
that iniquitous blot on the human escutcheon, Slavery, was engag-
ing the attention of the various governments, and to their eternal
shame they all more or less connived at, and openly encouraged,
the traffic by regulating it with legisiative enactment that gave the
sin-embruited traffic a legal status before the world,

Sir Walter Raleigh became a prominent figure, and held a large

2

place in the public ey
church and chapel
Driver, going up to ¥
Sir Walter Raieigh .
world beyvond the sea
enthusiasm in the littl
English People.) (2
British Tsles were in
clesiastical and civil 2
ures, Parliamentary
{ive character were «
lowed, especially ame
olics. They were the
nohility, strongly aide
made the life of the
The petry annoyvances
were the order of the
Viear and the Sywire’
The entire machin
been instituted to ens
So flagrantly cruel am
sioners toward the ne
outstanding blot on tl
from £20 10 f200 per
services of Lhe Fstal?
sion sentenced the at
tion to heavy fines, I
leaves no place for a1
can Episcopacy was n
formist for over lwo i
Fiasco of the Histori
Century, and as late
prisoned for not payi
agreeable to the so-ca
F. B. Meyer, ct al, 1
iquitous Parliamentar
neered by the Dench
shaw’s History, page «
The British Govern
can clergy, collected o
dom in recusancy fin
the seat of the Lord
non-conformists unde



r fanatical notions, and
th the advocates of the
uct of their half-baked
he world’s history that
e a4 man among men.
pns of those formative
sc men of stout heart,
d to express their con-
selves and for all men,
ey attempted and did
aroused to the impera-
tand tyrannical yoke of
hiritual, They entered
n who had caught the
eve of Zeno, the stoic,
ind. Tt was beginning
ht of ignorance. Zeno
g cre the Grecian phil-
or the Roman legions
Lnts. The superstition
ain hierarchy had been
jnd the great Reforma-
ing-press, which under
chulation of the sacred
jited by the Romanists,
brs to distribute in the
and Bible reading be-

angible shape, ideas be-
ming. Throughout the
I became alive to their
' to their understanding,
rference.
iigh, on his return from
Jic attention. The Brit-
i New enterprises were
anies were formed, and
1, Slavery, was engag-
hts, and to their eternal
nd openly encouraged,
enactment that gave the
[the world.
| figure, and held a large
1

place in the public eye. His name had been the connon topic in
church and chapel alike. The “Roadside Tnn,” and ye 'Bus
Driver, going up to ye “"London Towne,” all vied in the praise of
Sir Walter Raleigh and his wonderful report of the great new
world bevond the sea.  Sir Walter’s account created the greatest
enthusiasm in the little newly-formed comnmmities.  {See Green’s
English People.) (Macaulay's History.} The Continent and the
British Isles were in the throes of seething unrest.  Doth the cc-
clestastical and civil autherities were resorling to excessive meas-
ures. Parliamentary enactments of severe and wnduly provoca-
tive character were enacted. Much disorder and sulfering fol-
lowed, especially among the non-conformists and Roman Cath-
olics. They werc the subjects of especial disfavor. The landed
nobility, strongly aided and encouraged by the Anglican clergy
made the hife of the non-conforming tenantry all but unbearable,
The petty annoyances, coupled with the favoritisin and jealousies
were the order of the day, especiaily in the rural life, “where the
Vicar and the Squire” held full sway.

The entire machinery of the High Commissioners’ Court had
been instituted to enforce upon the non-conformist, conformity.
So flagrantly cruel and unjust was the Court of the High Commis-
sioners toward the non-conformist, that it became the one great
outstanding blot on the British escutcheon. Fines were imposed
from £20 to £260 per annum for simply staying away from the
services of the Established Church, and very often the Commis-
sion sentenced the absenting non-conformist to prison, in addi
tion to heavy fines. The record of the Anglican Church in Britain
leaves no place for criticism of Roman Cathelic crueley.  Angli
can Episcopacy was not Christian in practice toward the non-con
formist for over two hundred years, from the days of the Landian
Fiasco of the Iistoric Episcopate, to the close of the Eighteenth
Century, and as late as 1912 non-conformist ministers were im-
prisoned for not paying taxes for the support of Church schools
agreeable to the so-called Bishop’s Bill.  Drs. John Clifford and
F. B. Meyer, et al, have been arrested and fined under the in-
iquitous Parliamentary Act known as the Bishop's Bill, and engi-
neered by the Bench of Anglican Bishops. (See Prof. Tlearn-
shaw’s History, page 9, published in Tondon, 1914.)

The British Government, assisted and encouraged by the Angli-
can clergy, collected one fifticth of the total revenues of the king-
dom in recusancy fines. The great Mansion llouse of London,
the seat of the Lord Mayor, was built from the fines imposed upon
non-conformists under the iniquitous Corporation Act. In the
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retgn of Charles 11, every person tauking office was compelled to
take Communion at the Established Church, or pay a fine of £500.
The Anglican clergy and their boon companons in crime, the brew-
ers, controlled the British Government and intluenced all its legis-
lation.

It was conditions like these that confronted the non-conformists
that made their lives sufferable, and created that spirit of unrest
that has ever characterized the liberty-loving non-conimmise of
the British Isles. The sparks of discontent, that had heen smoul-
dering only too long, burst into flame.  The little group of Sep-
aratists and Tndependents that gathered at Scrooby Manor, Not-
tinghamshire, developed into a community whose protests against
tyranny, civil and ecclesiastical, have long since encircled the civ-
ilized globe. The foundation of American liberty had its begin-
ning at Scrooby Manor., The little group of sturdy non-conform-
ists decided in 1606 1o leave the land of their birth, and about this
time some heroic spirits juined the little group, and among the
number was that great dominating character, John Robinson, the
sainted, able and cloguent preacher, who gave poise und direction
to the undertaking of the “men of Scrooby.”

This man of God, John Robinson, gave up his “living” in the
“Establishment” and bhegan his great ministry among the so-called
dissenters, His influence was far-reaching i its effect, und only
equalled by his sweet-spirited, gracious bearing, John Robinson
was preéminently Christian, noble and lovable in temperament.
ITis views of Truth, while highly pronounced Calvinistic, were
well mixed with that wider view ol the “Grace of our Merciful
God toward all mankind.”

Following imimediately in the wake of John Robinson, and iden-
tifying themselves with the “Men of Scrooby,” several other
spirits of strong and sturdy worth joined their fellowship, and not
the least in point of influence and secial standing was a naval
officer who had beconme tired of the spiritual indifference and
worldly minded clergy of the Anglican Church. This godly, sca-
faring man, Jolhn Patient, was born at Barnstable, Devonshire, of
good family, who were locally known as being “gentle folks that
mixed with the quality.” John Patient was a man of resolute
character, and strong religious conviction. He left England after
some difficulty with his naval superiors, and went to La Rochelle,
TFrance, where the excrcise of the Reformed religion was tempor-
arily allowed at that time, but singular to relate, John Patient was
not satisfied with his associates. The lives of his French co-relig-
ionists and their manners and customs, were foreign to him; he
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was an Englishman, and with those distinctive characteristics of
his countrymen he still longed for old England, and returned after
a comparatively short stay with the Huguenots at La Rochelle. On
his arrival in IZngland, he visited the * Men of Scrooby™ at Scrooby
Manor, and finally cast in his lot with those heroie spivits of kin-
dred temperament. “leing o sea-going man,” he later went to
Amsterdam, where he became acquainted with the noted Dutch
navigator, Captain Kornelius Jacobus Meyv, who was among the
carliest navigators to seck the wonders of the land bevowd the
sea,  John atient joined Captain Mey's crew and crossed the At-
lantic with him as first mate, and came up the Delaware in 1614,
Afer a brief stay in the New World, he returned to 1lofland with
Captain Mey. On their arrival at Amsterdam, the famous Dutch
company, known as the LHolland Company, had been organized
by the Merchants of Amsterdam. The company offered great in-
ducements to settlers and other intending emigrants to the Ameri-
can Colonies,

Captain Mey's knowledge and experience made him a noted
character in those {ormative times, and he was engaged by the
newly formed Duich Company, and he crossed the Atlantic again.
On his arrival in the Delaware he opened up communications with
the Indians, and later the cape that looked so much like his own
beloved Netherlands was named v his honor, Cape May. (“Eng-
lish Standard,” p. g.)  This same [utch navigator, Captain Mey,
became strongly attached to John Patient, and he (P'atient) ac-
companied Captain Mey back to Holland on his return, “The lit-
tle group of Screoby men had formed their company and were
known as the "Men of Scrooby.”

The Dutch were an enterprising and a colomzing people. They
organized and ciuipped companies that finally had a very wide
range i the commercial life of the times, and exerted a wide in-
fluence in those carly days. Mwong the larger companies formed
was the celebrated Dutch West Indian Company, of Holland.
Their ships ploughed all seas, and the “Dutch broom was at the
masthead of her merchantmen,” (meaning she swepl the sea).
Their ships were sent to the New World under command of Cap-
tain Mey, who extended his exploration and influence along the
Capes, and up the Delaware, where he constructed a (ort, and
named it Fort Nassau. Plis name became very prominently as-
sociated with the early history of our Coloniad times.  [n 1623 this
brave navigator formed a settlement at Gloucester Point and [or-
tified its approaches.  (See Watson’s Annals.}  Our carly Amer-
ican history is much indebted to Captain AMey.
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John Patieat, having returned to IToliand with valued infor-
mation of the New World, soon became a prominent figure in the
councils of the Dilgrims. Ilis advice was sought.  Just how much
his judgment and opinion was a factor in determining the return
of the Pilgrim Company from Leyden to England, with a view of
embarkation for the land beyond the sea, is now only conjectural,
but at any rate it is a reasonable supposition that a man of his
calibre was influential in determining the matter of the Pilgrim
emigration,

John Patient returned to the land of his birth immediately afiter
the sailing of the ill fated Trancis Dlackwell and his companions.
The ill-fated expedition of Francis Blackwell, which leit Am-
sterdam in 1618, with 180 emigrants, for Virginia, was doubtless
a great shock to the little Dilgrim Company at Leyden. The DBlack-
well expedition iost 130 of their number, and Dlackwell himself
perished before the American coast was reached. The effect of
the sad tidings of the Blackwell expedition, and their sufferings
can readily be understood upon the Lilgrim Company.

John Patient’s return to England and his staunch support of the
cause of the “Independents” is a matter of record. His eslale
was seized by the High Court Commissioner, he was heavily fined
and imprisoned at Exeter. His family suffered the common lot of
all the “non-conforming folks” of that day who opposed the ec-
clesiastical authorities. Jolin Patient died i 1637. (See Bar-
ton's Mistory of the Independents, p. 192.)

What effect, if any, Johu Patient’s return to England and the
sacl tidings of the sufferings of Francis DBlackwell's expedition
had upon the little group of Separatists at Leyden, it could only
have been of a temporary character, becanse they soon alter ap-
pointed some of their number, led by John Carver and Robert
Cushman, to again visit England, to more fully arrange and com-
plete the business they had undertaken in September, 1617, when
the aforesaid Messrs. Carver and Cushman visited the officers of
the Virginia Company at London, to arrange for the emigration
to the New World of the entire ilgrim Company.

The reverses of the “Men of Scrooby,” at Levden, were indeed
painful in the extreme toward the closing years of their stay
among the Dutch. The Dritish Ambassador in Holland had re-
ceived instructions from the Secretary of State in London to
have the Dutch Government suppress the Dilgrim 'ress and issue
a warrant for the arrest of William Brewster because of the
widely circulated literature in LEngland of the Dilgrims’ books.
The Court of Star Chamber of England brought great pressure
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to bear on the NDutch Government and Drewster was hounded by
his adversarics, and kept in hiding until they left Holland. The
Anglican clergy were the aiders and abettors in the persecution of
the Pilgrims, because of their literury productions and exposure of
the conduct of the Anglican clergy o the English people.

It is worthy of note, however, to say that notwithstanding the
teving and distressing experiences of the Pilgrims while at Ley-
den, they had grown in favor with the authorities and on their
leaving the Magistrates of Leyden bore this splendid testimony
and tribute to their character: “These linglish have lived among
us now these twelve vears, and yet we have never had any sort of
accusation against any of thenr.” llere is a tribute as gracelul as
it is commendatory. and as merited as it was gracious w acknowl-
edge it Yet the Milgrims desired to depart in spite of their own-
g a meeting-house and incrcu-ing numbers, They were restless
and longed 1o depart. They gave veasons why @ They longed for a
greater soul liberty.  Robert [arcourt’s book, published in 1614,
had in a measure paved the way, coupled with the glowing account
of Sir Walter Raleigh and John Patent, et al, of the land be-
yvond the sea.  They busily arranged their affairs at Leyden, the
connnittee had completed the arvangements and the little group
boarded the “Speedwell” at Delfshaven, Holland, for Soumhamp-
ton, Lngland, where they arrived in the early swmmer of 1020
The “MayAower” had been hired 1o meetr the “Speedwell™ on her
arrival in “Southampton Water.”™  The hutle heroie group of DPil-
grims landed, bringimg with them the pravers and benediction of
the santed John Robinson. The trials ind vexatious delays of the
Pilgritns in arranging their final detals of their expedition are too
extended Tor this little narrative. The reader should sce Prof.
Flearnshaw'’s story, “lilgrim 1athers”” 1t suffices to say, that
through it all “God was in their midst, to deliver,” from leaking
ships, to contrary winds, and unscruputous men. “The Lord was
God,” and with stout hearts and praver on their lips they bid
adieu forever to the land of their birth, August 13th, 1020, (See
Pittsgrove Historical Sketeh, p, 47.)

“The sailing of the “Mavfower” down the “solent’ from her an-
chorage in midstream on that memorable August mowning in 1620
was the beginning of a new world's history. The nucleus of the
great Yankee Nation was born there. When that listle group left
the old, historic ‘West Gate,” Southampton, to board the “May-
flower’ from the QJuay, a change took place in the great heart-
throb of the civilized world.” The cloguent and scholarly Anglican
Bishop of London, the tate Iir. Alandell Creighton said, “Few
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promptings of heroism rank higher in heman amals than the
courageous resolve which Jed the little band 10 seek in the un
known Western World a new home where they might worship
Giod according to the dictates of their conscience, and found a
pure and regenerate socicty, unfettered by the sarroundings of a
degenerate past.’ ”  (See Tlearnshaw's History of the Pilgrim
Fathers, p. 18.)

OF the Pilgrims” subsequent life and times in America, it has
been said: “Theirs was among the most valued contribution of
those formative times in our Colonial history.”

After sidetracking the subject of our <keteh, coupled with the
somewhat extended recital of historic incidents, associated with
the carly davs of our American history, and the further reference
to the fanily and associations, and the contributory canses, hoth
civil and veligions, that ded up to and finally developed in the
changed allegianee from the old world customs and authority to
the adoption and recognition of those distinetive American prin-
ciples, “that every man is born free and equal,” we will proceed to
present the biographical sketch of the Daptist Pioncer Preacher,

THOMAS PATIENT

Thomas Patient was the second son of John Patient, the Britsh
ex-naval officer, to whom reference has been made,  Thomas Pa-
tient was boru at Darnstable, Devonshive,  Lie was christened at
the Parish Church in 1501, owing 10 the very decided Anglican
views of his mother’s family, who belonged to the “Maldens,” and
were pronounced Church Folks”  The Maldens and the *atient
family were not congenial, owing to the widely separated views
an Religion and the “Establishment.”

Thomas Patient carly became interested in religious matters,
and his uncle, John Malden, heing Tord of the Manor, had in his
Ygift” a Yliving,” and was seeretary o Sir Thomas Wentworth,
later Earl Serafford, and sent Thomas Patient to the William of
Wyekham Collegiate School, Winchester, afier his leaving Tot-
ness. Newnam says nothing {further about Patient’s school and
college days.

It is wore than a mere incident in the tfc of the writer—indeed it is n
remarkable coincidence, that 1 should he a Baptist minister lahoring in
the pastorate of New [lersey, and a direct descendant of Lemuel Wills, a
fellow divinity student and companion of Thomas Patient in his college
days at Wyekham School, and further should have in my possession the
old family Bible, published in 1610 (A, Lreeches Bible) with Lemuel Wills’

initials carved in the leather covers. and comaining much valued historic
matter.
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This old Breeches Bible of 1610 was exhibited to the members of the
Phitadelphia Baptist Ministers’ Conference of Philadeiphin un Maonday,
April 2ih, 110, The President, Rev, (L 1 Faches, 1200, made remarks
on the rarity of the valued old Lrecches Hible, and called on D Joshua
15, Wills to give further extended information on the history of the his-
toric old Book. A nomber of the ministers examined it dymong them
were Des, A | Rowland and John Gordon.

The Baptist Commonwealth of April 27th, 19106, referred to the Dible in
the following wote: Dro. ). . Wills exhibited a $3ible 1o the Conference
that was published in 1610 and 2 Bible used at Southampton when the
Pilgrims boarded the MavHower”

This Lemuel Wills was the eldest son of Chancellor Wills, of Ticer,
Devonshire. e became a very distinguished Anglican Churchman, and
was noted for his defense of the Anglican Party, He was Viear of Alhal-
lows lixeter, for many years. .\ large tablet in the north wing was dedi-
cated 1o Nis memory., He was Tor some time Canon of Exeter Cathedral.
He became involved in difliculiics ui the times by resisting the ~“Com-
missioners.” In lanuary, 1647, by refusing to “put away all images, altars
and things altarwise,” he was arrested and imprisoned. with several other
followers of Archhishop Taud. His “living™ was taken, and his property
attached. “His eldest son. Danicl Wilks, emigrated to the Colopies in
America,” and became one of the T'roprictors in (New Caesarea) now New
Jersey.  (See pp. 440-41, Bradiord’s History) and Laws of New Cacsaren
{(New Jersey)

Lemuel Wills' grandson was Rev. Thomasz Wills, Rector of St Agnes.
Cornwall. and became noted for his connection with the Lady Huutingdon
movewent,  He became her Ladyship's Connsellor and Secretary, and fn-
ally married her Ladyship’s favorite niece, Selina, 1t is due 1o the_jnta-
ence of this Rev. Thomas Wills with Lady Huntingdon thar the Church
of England's services were read by an Anglican clergyman at Christ
Church, London, for many years, amd i1 is further worthy of note that this
Churelh was the seeve of Thomas Wills' labors, He gathered the congre-
gation aml effected the organization.  (Sve “Coronct and Cross,” pp. 335
333, 302 374. 390 q00.)

This same Thomas Willks, Rector of St. Agnes. Cornmwall, was the pro-
genitor of my grandfather, Rev. Thomas Daniel Wills, who was educated
for e Anglican Church, and hecame the well known Kector of Deerbol-
sten, Dovonshire.

It may further interest the reader to know that the Rev. George 1.
Rees, 101, while pastor of the Tabernacle Baptist Chureh, Philadelphia,
haptized me in October, 1872, and this sime D, Rees preached fur several
months in Christ Church, Londoen, in 1913, the scene of my progenitar’s
ministry, and | was privileged to have correspondence with Dre. Rees dur-
ing his ministry at UChrist Chureh, Londin,  Dr. Rees has since returned
to Philadelphia, Pu. {19100,

Little or nothing is known of Thomas Patient. from the tine of
his leaving Winchester until he is found at Hlursley, near South-
ampton, the okl Manor-honse of the Major family. Newnam
savs: “Howas more than probable that Thomas Patient hecame
acruainted with the “Roundhead” movement at the home of Joln
Major, Tord of the Manor of lursley, Oliver Cromwell’s son,
Richard Cromwell, married Dorothy Major, the heress of Hurs-
lev.”  {Sce Macaulay’s Mistory), ( Newnam’s Notes) and
(Shore’s Southampton.)  Thomas Paticnt is mentioned as having
been at Southampton in 1016, when James | confirmed the town
in its privileges, by the Charter, which is now on exhibition at the
Hartley Muscum,  {See Shore's, Southampton.)  The great panic
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which followed in the town, owing to the “Worthy Folks’” worry
ahout the gunpowder being stored in “ve ancient castle,” and “ye
great fear of ye French setting light (o it, caused ve town folk
great upser.””  “Thomas Patient was cvidently engaged on some
mission in the inferests of the Virginia Company, whose office was
at London, and was interested in financing the praposed emigra-
tion of the " Men of Scrooby™ to the New World.  Thomas Patient
is found at ve towne of London in 1023, where he i3 advocating
imniersion, regardless of the “anti-suceession theory™ of the “\'is-
ible Church, Mnistry and Ordinance.”  The exact date of lis
submission to the ordinance and the place of adminisiration are
not stated.  We are informed. however, that the administrator of
the ordinance was Thomas Helwys, who ministered to a linde
group of Baptists, whe had returned to Fngland from Amsterdam
in 1611 and formed o Baptist Chureh in Tondon.  This little com-
pany sulfered all manner of persecution and adversity.  Notwith-
standing their trials, they grew in numbers and infuence. 1t was
with this little campany Thonus Patient cast in his lot. “1lis lis-
tening to a course of thirteen sermons, preached by a leading Ang-
licam divine, in favor of infant sprinkling, led 1o Thomas Patient's
decision, and Tatient himsell, with o touch of dry humor, remarlks
that at the end of the thirteenth sermon he arose and was bap-
tized” 8ee The Past and Future of Baptists in Treland, 1. 6.)

OFf Thomas Helwys” ministry in London, see Croshy’s reference
o this noble man, and the sainted spirits Telwys labored with
from the beginning of 16171 to his death, which accurred in 1620,

John Marton assisted Thomas HHelwys and wrought effectively,
establishing churches in Tondon and in several places in the South
and Southwest of Fngland.  tm Thomas Helwys” death, John
Morton succeeded as the recognized leader of the general Baptist
movement, wnd engaged extensively in missionary effort through
ont ngland wunti] his death, which occurred in 1630.

What part Thomas Patient ook, if any, in the local church of
Thomas Helwys, while he remained in London, is not stated, but
record is made by Newnam that Thomas Patient was decidedly
oppased to the Menuonites, or “New Tryclers,” and the Anglican
Chureh, whose authorities were very pronounced against him.
Being of a controversial temperament, he engaged freely in the
religious controversics of the times. His ability and scholarship
were recognized by his opponents in his defense of Baptist prin-
ciples.  Tis vigorous stand for libertv occasioned no little concern
among his friends for s personal safety. The ceclesiastical au-
thorities were becoming more and more tyrannical in their op-
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pressive measures, Non-conformists in general, and the Baptists
in particular, were especial objects of the Anglican clergy’s dis-
pleasure, and to the delight of Thomas Palient’s friends and ad-
miirers the opportune time arrived.

John Winthrop had been appointed Governor of Massachu-
setts in 1629, and a company of coigrants numbering fifteen hun-
dred souls embarked amd set sail [or the New World, and among
the number of choice and heroic spirvits was the davntless Pioneer
Baptist Preacher, Thomas Patient.

The expedition reached New Tingland and Janded at Charles-
town in the early smumer of 1630, and finally settled in Shawmut,
which they named Doston. Thomas Patient, Newnam claims, was
not lang in the Puritanic Company before he attracted the atten-
tion and opposition of Jolm Winthrop and the leaders of the Iuri-
tanic Company., Winthrop was especially opposed to Thomas
Patient’s view of govermnent, both civil and religious ; Winthrop,
having been educated at Cambridge, resisted Patient, who had re-
cetved his education at Winchester and left the Anglican Church
Their views were very decidedly different and as wide apart as
the two poles. Winthrop still maintained nuch of the characteris
tics of the FEnglishman, nanely, officialisim, and his appointment to
the governorship had its effcet supported by his carly training.
Thomas Datient had imhibed the teachings of Thomas Helwys,
who had proclaimed the keynote of soul liberty in his ministry at
London, when le declared for, and sounded the first keynote of
soul liberty in 1611 “The Magistrate is not to meddie with relig-
ion or matters of conscience, nor to compel men to this or that
form of religion, because Christ is the King and Lawgiver of the
Church and conscience.”  This masterful and heroic presentation
of Daptist truth has never been preceded or succeeded all down
the trail of history. 1t was the soul cry of a noble, heroic spirit
who championed freedom and liberty to worship God unhin-
dered.

With this view of soul liberty taught by Thomas Helwys, the
little Baptist group at London naturally had its cffect upon so
brave and loyal a student as Thomas Patient, and this distinctive
trophy of the Baptists was held and clung tenaciously to by this
pioneer 1 the Puritanic Colony.

Thomas Patient’s views soon clashed with the great and good
man John Winthrop undoubtedly was. Winthrop and his fellow-
Dilgrims had not caught the vision of soul liberty, and true to
their Puritanic, erroncous, domineering spirit so characteristic of
those unique and formative times, the Puritans punished Thomas
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Patient for what they regarded as a “contumacious act.”  Ule was
whipped for having dared assert those God-given inherent righis
of soul liberty. {(Sce Dr. Brown, Past and Furture of Daptists,
1. 0.} “Having left old Enghoud and the Anglicans, secking [ree-
dom to worship God, he, Patient, now was forced for the same
reason to guit New [ngland.” XNothing daunted, “this heroic
spirit, smarting from the lash,” started across the wilds, wended
his way over mountains, and crossed rivers, often resting in In-
dian camps, and finally reached the old Colony of Vieginia, tired
and footsore, only to receive a fate, if anything, worse, at the
hands of the hyper-Anglican Colonists of Virginia, than he had
suffered from his anti-prelatical, hyper-fanatical Puritanic breth-
ren of Massachusetts.

Shaking the dust from his feet, we later Aud Thomas Patient in
the “Indian Lands” of the wilds of what is now Seowth fersey,
ministering to the Cohansey Tribe of Indians, by “reading the old
Book tn the woods and with the wild Indians.” (Tast and Tu-
ture, Baptists in Treland, Dr. Brown.) Ilere in Jersey, either in
the late 1630 or the carly 1631, Thomas Patient ministered to the
Indian natives, prior to the labors of John Eliot, the so-called
“Apostle to the Indians,” who began his labors in 1046, Thomas
Patient had lived among and labored for the Indians, especially the
Cohansey Tribe, some ten or fifteen years before John Eliot he-
gan his splendid labor of self-sacrificing love.  John Eliot eni-
grated from Fngland, and rendered a noble and heroie service to
the Tndians, not only by his ministry of preaching the gospel. but
by his transtating the old and new Seriptures for them.  Eliot's
Bible is a monument to his loyvalty and Adelity to his Lord.

Thomas Patient returned to the Old World with the celebrated
Peter Minuet, who had planted a settlement of Swedes on the
Delaware, and built 'ort Christian, in 1638, and returned to Ru-
rope in 1639, Thus Thomas Patient wrought a mighty work by
“reading the old Dook, in the woods, and with the wild Tndians™
of the New World. (See pp. 36, 57, Historical Sketch of Pitls-
grove.) Reference is wade to Thomas Patent’s labors with the
Cohansey Tribe of Tndians, and of the grear Daptist preacher and
jurist, Rev, Thomas Killingsworth, visiting and preaching among
the Tndian Tribes at Coliansey at a subsequent date. This sainted
man, Killingsworth, was rejoiced to find the old men of the tribe
telling in their traditional way about the “pale-faced Deep Water
[reacher who had gone many moons.”

This testimony is in itself sufficient to corroborate Dr. Hugh D.
‘rown's reference to the ministry of Thomas Patient’s “reading

12

the old Llook in the wo
Future of Baptists in |

Mr. George 1. Mae
American Indian, and
native Staze of New |
tribution in his work,
lives and Christian con
so surprised Thomas |
to the “Lhig Speak, Dey
ring to the pale-Taced
ministry and labor of
fresh in their memory,
bored, “reading the ol
ans.”

AMr. Macaluoner inis
terview, that the Cohu
common to Indians of

The year 1639 witne
religions and commerci
no Pachiamentary enac
had Dield full sway wit
civil power, and Arch
thority. The " Petition
lated.  Revenue was re
gal autherity. The m
arch-tyrant, \rchhishe
dizsenting minister sho
fanatic toiled laborious
divines, and substitute
the Establishment, his g
hecame known as the
aml suffering througho
of all the prelates of th
the principles of the |
Lawd complerely rever:
hreach heyond repair
her history and vielate
vormg wind to waft th
harhor of Rome, (ron
Churel, possibly more
have changed their p
changing thoughts of |
anti-Romish, but ever



wumacions act.”  He was
God-given inherent rights
and lFuture of Baptists,
¢ Anglicans, secking free-
was forced for the same
ng daunted, “this heroic
across (he wilds, wended
vers, often resting in Tn-
Colony of Virginia, tired
[ anyvthing, worse, at the
of Virgima, than he had
fanatical Puritanic breth-

er find Thomas Fatient in
b is now South Jersey,
dians, by “reading the old
ndians.”  (Past and TFu-
lere in Jersey, cither in
Patient ministered to the
John Eliot, the so-called
lzbors in 1646, Thomas
the Indians, especiatly the
s hefore John Thot be-
g love. John Lliot emi-
able and heroic service to
preaching the gospel, but
ptures for them. Eliot’s
delier to his Lord,
Vorld with the celebrated
cment of Swedes on the
638, and returned to Tu-
rought a mighty work by
Wl with the wild Indians”
istorical Sketeh of Pitts-
Patent's labors with the
reat Baptist preacher and
ing and preaching among
guent date. This sainted
. the oldd men of the tribe
“pale-faced Deep Water

corroborate Dr. [Tugh D.
homas Patient’s “reading

—_——

the old Hook in the wouds with the wild Indians.””  (See Past and
Future of Daptists in lreland, p. 6.)

Mr, George b Macultioner, the well known authority on the
American Indian, and especially of the Iudian Tribes of his own
native State of New Jersey, renders a valuable scrvice and con-
tribution in his work, when he calls attention to the exemplary
lives and Christian conduet of the Cohansey Tribe of Indians, whe
so surprised Thomas Killingsworth on visiting them by referring
to the “*Big Speak, Deep Water Jesus Man of Many Aoons,” refer-
ring to the pale-faced DBaptist preacher, Thomas Patient, whose
winistry and labor of love to the poor native Liddian was ever
fresh in their memory, and kept alive by tradition of hin who la-
bored, "reading the old Dook in the woods with the wild Indi-
ans.”

Alr. Macaltioner mformed me, April 3d, 1916, 10 a personal in
terview, that the Cohansey Indians were very free from the crimes
conmion Lo Indians of that time.

The vear 1639 witnessed great and striking changes in the civil,
religious and commercial life of the Dritish Isles.  There had heen
no Parlimmentary enactinents since March, 1629 to 1650, Charles
had held full sway with his henchmen, Sir Thomas Wentworth in
civil power, and Archhishop Laud vested with ecclesiastical an-
thority.  The “Petition of Right™ was flagrantly ignored and vio-
fated, Revenue was raised without any coneern or regard for le-
gal authority.  The non-conformizts were at the merey of that
arch-tyrant, \rchhishop Land, whose proud boast was that no
dissenting minister should live in England.  This hyper-Anglican
fanatic teiled laboricusly 1o ignore the teachings of the Reformied
divines, and substitute the Romish ceremonal observances. In
the listablishment, his pet hobby, the “Historie Episcopate,” which
became known as the “Laundian Finseo,” occasioned much unrest
and suffering throughout the British Isles, Macaulvay savs: “laud,
of all the prelates of the Anglican Church, departed farthest from
the principles of the Reformation, and drew nearest to Rome.”
Laud completely reversed the Anglican position, and widened the
breach hevond repair in the English Church life. e stultified
her history and violated her homilics.  He longed o catch the fa-
voring wind to wafr the Anglican ecclesiastical eraft back into the
harbor of Rome, from whom she had seceded. The Aunglican
Church, possibly more than any other communion in Christendo,
have changed their policy and doctrine 1o suit the winds and
changing thoughts of the times,—one time Romish, another time
anti-Romish, but ever living at the cost of the English taxpayer,
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ably sustained in their claims by the “I'rade” or “lHung.”  Her
ook of Common Prayer teaches that “the Mass is a vain thing,
fondly invented, without any warrant in Scripture,” yvet a large
portion of the Anglican clergy, in direct violation of their ordina-
tion vows, celebrate Mass in Protestant Episcopal Churches
throughout the Dritish realm and the United States.

Changes indecd had taken place in Pritain during Thomas Pa-
tient’s tabors in the New World.  Milton had written his famous
“Lycidas.” 1ts grave and tender lament was hroken by a sudden
flash of indignation. \Wentworth, Laud and Charles realized that
the storm had gathered ahout them. The Covenanters had re-
sisted his Majesty’s anthority in the North, and the Roundheads
of the South had laughed at the Royal Cavaliers, and demanded
the carrying into effect of the 'arliamentary enactment of 1620,
which Charles and his henchmen had resisted so resolutely.
Charles reluctantly consented finally to the gathering of a [ree
Assembly and a Scotch Parliament.  France was seething to en-
gage liritain in war. A Spanish fleet had been attacked by the
Duteh Admiral, and run for shelter and refuge under the guns of
Daover. Richelien encouraged the Scotch revolt.  Muceh 1o the eni-
barrassment of Charles, Urance and her Dutch allies hlacked
British commerce.  Strafford had visited Ireland and returned
with anything other than a fattering report to Charles.  April,
1040, saw Darliament refuse any subsidy until “religion and com-
mon liberty” were assured. The three weeks’ sitting of the
“short Parlizment” was dissolved, and Iiritain was secthing with
unrest from “Land’s End to John ’Groat.” Thomas Patient’s
arrival in England from the New World was most opportute.
The Star Chanber had been remodeled, and the High Commission
created, and under the guiding hand of Wentworth, England be-
came almost as despotic and intolerant as France. \When, lo! the
Church of Fngland was becoming more and more like the Church
of Rome, Laud recognized that a “fragmentary Bishopric like
Canterbury™ should submit to the “older Prelatical Episcopate at
Rome.” The storm gathered and finally burst, when Oliver Crom-
well seized the reins of government, Strafford had fallen and
was sent to the Tower, and the ecclesiastical tyrant, Laund, was
given into the hands of the “Usher,”" and Fpiscopacy met its
Waterloo, The doctrines of Cartwright had suddenly become
popular.  Episcopacy was abolished altogether, and Presbyterian-
ism once more received recognition.  The solemn remonstrance
became the order of the day. Bishops were committed to the
‘Tower, Marston Moor, and Ldgehill, with the gallant “lronsides,”
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in glorious triviph, when, lo! Charles is a prisoner, and Cromwell
is declared I'roctor. Such are some of the civil and religious af-
fairs, briefly stated, that confronted Thomas Patient on his ar-
rival in England in 1639, and continued until he visited Ireland.

Cromwell put life and character into the Non-conformist cause,
and with a strong and relentless hand dealt with the Anglican
Iiptscopal usurpers that had so flagrantly violated the homilies of
the National Church, and set aside the teachings of the Reformed
divines, led by Crawmer, Ridley, Jewell, et al,, and had substituted
the Romish ceremonial ebservances.  Cromwell trained his fol-
lowers in religious things. To them it was a sacred duty to clear
England of the Royalist Cavaliers. 1lis “Ironsides™ were a politi-
cal, religious, aud a military organization, all in one, without de-
stroying cither of these distinctive characteristics.

The Daptist foll;, in common with all the Non-conformist
badies, rejoiced at the changed condition.  Kiffin, Jessey and Pa-
tient were alive to the situation, and with a zeal as heroic as it
was devoted, faced the task confronting them with other noble
gpirits of “like faith and order.”

Of Thomas Patient’s part in the guestion of the revived prac-
tice of immersion in the English General Baptist Association in
churches of that day, | would refer the reader 1o others—Croshy,
Tvimey, Gould, et al. Tt is evident, however, that Thomas P’a-
tient was an immersionist, and freely stated his convictions while
actively engaged in the very forefront of Daptist effort. Ile as-
sociated with William Kiffin, the great merchant prince, who left
the Congregationalists and their ministry in 1638, and became one
of the great outstanding figures in the Baptist life of his time.
The prominence and influence of Kiffin readily auracted a live
and aggressive, spivituallv. minded man like Thomas  Patient,
whase every taste mmd tenperament would appeal to a nan of
Willham Kiffu's caliber, Kiffin and Datient soon fornmed o sirong
and abtding fricndship.  They were mutually agreed doctrinally
and socially, and signed the Conference together at London in
1044, and again v 1646, (See Dr. Whitley, Scc. English Daptist
Historic Society, London. Account of Thomas atient, published
in Historical Sketch of Dittsgrove, pp. 54, 55, 56. A very ex-
tended account is there given.)

Dr. Whitley writes, under date of April 28th, 1915: “As to
Thomas Datient, his career falls into three parts. The Colonial
lidwards says he was not suffered in New England.  Croshy has
a brief notice of him, drawn from Sennett manuscript, now to be
seen at Regent Park.  His association with Kiffin is well estab-
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lished, and Patient, in 1630, signed Heartbleedings, a London
Baptist manuscript against the Quakers. Next vear he went to
Waterford and Kilkenmy with the army. A letter to Cromwell
Las been printed in the Hansard Knolby's Confession of Vaith, .
310. He sertled in Dublin. In 16354 he published the Doctrine of
Baptism, which ran 1o a second edition.  In 1653 he joined in a
circular letter from the Trish Churches, which precipitated the
formation of the Iinglish Daptist \ssociation.

“Thomas Patient preached in December, 1653, a funeral sermon
for Mrs. William Allen, which occasioned considerable discussion
in Dublin and throughout [reland.

“In May or June he joined in another Jetter to be found in Con-
fession, p. 330.

“In the Aua-Baptist Recantation, 1660, he is classed as an ortho-
dox. In 1663 he returned to Fngland, and went to Bristol and
was with [enry Flyman,  In 1666 ‘he returned 10 [London, and
helped Kiffin, but died in July, 1606.”* This is Dr. Whitley's ac-
count, gathered from the Baptise Historical Socicty of Fnglamd
of which Drr. Whitley is the honored and esteened seeretary,

Dr. Hugh D). Brown, the Spurgeon of Ireland, and @ much be-
loved brother in the Lord whose gracious courtesy is only equalled
by his sweet-spirited regard for his brethren, tells us in his valued
work, *“The Past and Future of Baptists in Ircland,” on 0, to
which reference has heen made : *Thomas atient, having left old
England and the Anglicans, seeking freedom to worship God, was
forced for the same reason 1o quit New England, and, coming
home, found his ministry and liberty in Ireland, preaching with
Christopher Blackwood, called by a contemporary hiztorian, the
oracle of the Ana-Daptists in [reland, They Tounded churches in
many parts of the country, notably at Waterford, KNilkenny, Cork
and other places.

“Thomas Patient, for some yvears, preached with much accept-
ance in Christ Church Cathedral, ministering to large congrega-
tions, and buill the firse Trish Iaptist meeting howse in Swift's
Alley, which still exists as a Mission Hall . . . . The doc-
trinal views of Thomas Patient. and his co-religionists, are amply
proved to be those of the Calvinistic order, inasmuch as he was
actively identified with Alderman William Kiffin, the great apastle
and honerary pastor of Devonshive Square Church, London, with
whom, indeed, he spent his last days, heing carried away from the
exercise of a successful pastorate through the ravages of the
great plague.

“During  DPatient’s Trish ministry, the ‘Independents  being
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alarmed at the progress of Daptist principles in Iveland, Governor
General Fleelwood and many others helonging to that persuasion
approached Paticnt and Blackwood, with the suggestion that there
should be a fusion or anion of the two denominations, hul were
received with somewhat scant courtesy by our Baptist brethren,
beciuse the Baplists were closer students of the New Testament
sSeriptures.”  Page 7, “Last and Future of Baptists in Ireland”:
“Thomas Patient, in common with all loval Baptist ministers who
knew the grace of God in Truth,’ conld not enter into a union or
fusion with a Pedobaptist fellowship, that insisted in and persisted
upon administering the Romish rite of infant sprinkling.  Thomas
Patient had been an cye witness o the pernicious cffeet of this
anti-Seriptural, fallacions, sacerdotalistic hallucination when he
was o student at Winchester College. 1t was heciuse of this
Romish rite of infant sprinkling he suffered at the hands of the
Puritans of New Hogland and the Cavalier Anglicans of Vir-
ginia.  Dr. Hugh . Birown very forcibly and significanly refers
to this phase of Thomas Paticut’s experience in America: “They
{(referring to Patient, et al.) saw their clear-cut duty. Possibly
‘Thomas Patient, however, his hack still smarting with the stigma
of the Independents, may have been somewhat narrowed in his
outlook therehy, but the issue, however, ultimately turned out of a
very satisfactory nature for Baptists,”

The Lord has ever honored loyalty to lis revealed Word and
Conunandment,

Dr. Hugh D. bBrown further says significantly of this refusal :
“The Cromwellian Army, with its chaplains and emoluments, dis-
appeared from Ireland. The Independents of that day vanished
likewise, while sume thirteen Laptist Charches survived, four of
which remain unte the present, but some have fallen a prey Lo
famine and emigration, 1t is interesting also to know that for all
this period, and for some years after, letters of hearty fellowship
passed to and fro between Irish brethren and those in T.ondon,
and more particularly in Wales, one of which especially resulted
in a great awakening of religious life, and for a time at least in a
much closer fellowship in spiritnal things among Baptists both
sides of the Channel.” It is due to the unflinching and unwaver-
ing loyalty of Thomas atient to the Scriptures and his heroic,
Fearless st for those diatinctive truths characteristic of Baptist
polity and doctrine that the cause was so singularly owned and
blessed of the Lord in Ircland, in that remarkably trying time
which followed immediately in the wake of Cromwell's campaign.
Cromvell had punished with severity the Romanists for the awful
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massacres that raged at Dublin and elsewhere throughout Ireland.
“The design of this horrid Irish conspiracy was thal a general
insurrection should take place at the same time throughout the
Kingdom, and that all Protestants withont exception should be
murdered. The day fixed for this horrid massacre was the 23d
of October, 1041, and the chief conspirators in the principal parts
of the Kingdom made the'necessary preparations for the intended
conflict.”

The massacre of the defenseless Drotestants in Ireland by the
Romanists, on that awful and ever to be remembered 23d day of
October, 1641, will ever be classed among the most bratal and re-
volting that has darkened the pages of history.  In point of bru-
tality it cqualled, if not surpassed, the shamelessly iuhuman mas-
sacre of the so-called St. Vartholumew's Day, in Paris, Frauce, of
August 2th, 1572, (Scee Dowling’s Romanism, p. 387.) (Chris-
tan Martyrs, 73.) (Cromwell’s Campaign, 119-z1-27.)

It was “following in the wake of this awful massacre that
Thomas IPatient went to Ireland with several other ministers, and
began his great ministry to the poor sin-embruoited Irish, who had
been only too long under the oppressive hand of the Romish
priesthood.  His ministry extended from Dublin to the South and
West of Ireland. The villagers of the Gultee Mountains, as well
as the elite of Dublin city, heard the Gospel Message.

The Rev. Lewis . Deems, pastor at Wateriord, writing under
date of December 7th, 1914, calls attention to Croshy’s IHistory
of Lnglish Baptists, Vol 3, p. 43. Thomas I'atient is mentionel
as having founded the Baptist Church at Clough Keating.

Mr. Thowmas Warner, Secretary of the Trish Daptist Mission-
ary Society, writing under date of December 12th, 1914, savs: “In
writing my successor, Pastor F. W, Tracy, asking him to look
over the Church Licok, I notice in 1816, the Clough Keating
Church met in Cork. I enclase the notice.””

I received the following from Pastor F. W. Tracy, Camden
Place, Cork, Ircland, December 1tth, 1914: "Extracts {from old
Minute Book, Cork Daptist Church. Find reference to Clough
Keating in an aceomt of the life of 2 Mrs. Riges, third wife of
Major Riggs, who formed the Baptist Church in Cork in 16353.
Mrs. Riggs was a daunghter of Mr. and Mrs. Allen, of Killowney,
Baptists, whose descendants were for many years of the Daptist
Church at Clough Keating. Mrs. Riggs was born 1652 and died
i r1741. This is the Mrs, Allen for whom Thomas atient
preached the noted funeral sermon at Dublin.

“The pastor of the Clough Keating Church, in the year 176,
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was the able James Worth. On Friday, May 23d, 1760, the Gen-
eral Association of the Laptists was held at Clough Keating,
Lower Ormond.”

Dr. W. G. Whitley states that “the records show that Thomas
Pagient, in December, 16535, preached a funcral sermon for Mrs.
Allen in the Cathedral at Dublin. .\ letter is printed in Thurlo
I\ which gives an amazing account of it.”

This Mrs, Allen was a relative of the Mrs. Riggs to whom
reference has already been made in the notice of 'astor 17, \V,
Tracy, of the Cork Laptist Church.

An item of more than passing historic interest to Baptists is
found in Dr. lirown’s “Past and Future of Daptists in Ircland,”
on p. 5: "When the Cromwellians came to Dublin in 1630 they
found, not founded, a church of our faith and order. Of course
their advent meant a great accession and stimulant to Daptis
principles.  With them came one Thomas Patient.™

Here Dr. Lrown presents to our notice the fact that a Daptist
Church was duly organized and worshiping at Dublin prior 1o
Cromwell's campaign. This is valued historic testimony to Lap-
tists in view of the recent controversy in Daptistic cireles relative
to the revived New Testament ordinance of baptism.

The New Jersey Daptists will be for all time indebted to the
Clough Keating Baptist Church for the valued contribution made
to the cause in the "wilds of the New World” when they gave the
three Shepard brothers, David, Johu and Thomas, who cmigrated
with Sir Robert Carr in 1604, and settled in South Jersey, and
formed the nucleus around which the little group of Taptists gath-
ered, that finally developed into an organized Chureh in t6go, at
Cohansey, the Mother Church of all the Bapust Churches in South
Jersey.

The Dittsgrove Daptist Church is especially interested, because
of the relation it sustains to this early llaptist group, and if his-
torical documentary evidence is believable and trustwortlhy, then
there are descendants of the Shepard brothers in the neighbor-
hood who have in their possession a deed bearing date July, 1003,
conveying a grant of land. In the recital the following extract
is given:

“This Indenture, made the four and twentieth day of June, n
the Sixteenth vear of the Reign of our Sovercign Lord Charles
the Second, by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c., Anno Domini,
1604, between His Roval Highness James, Duke of York and Al-
bany, Earl of Ulster, Lord High Admiral of England and Ireland,
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Constable of Dover Castle, Lord Warden of the Cinque Port and
Governor of Portsmouth, of the one part, John Lord Terkeley,
Baron of Stratton, and one of His Majesty’s Most Ilonourable
Privy Coungil, and Sir George Carteret, of Saltrum, in the County
of Devon, Knight, and one of His Majesty's Most Honourable
Privy Council, of the other part, John T.ord Derke-
ley, Baron of Suratton, and Sir (seorge Carteret, of the first part,
to his Majesty's subjects, greeting.”

This old decument bears the signatures of John Lord Derkeley
andt Sir George Carteret, &c.

Still another old Deed of Convevance is made under date of
December gth, 1681, to “1aniel Wills, with greetings.”  These old
deeds have some unique reference to some of the worthics who
settled in South Jersey and identified themselves with the DBaptist
Church at “ye old Meeting House.” .\ corner stone with this
superseription bearing date 1683, is in the possession of the de-
scendants of the Nelson family, whose nanie appears with the
Shepard and Gray families in these old documents.

A rare old book published m 1682 by the Drinter to
His Gracious Alajesty, contains many extracts of title, and other
items of historic interest relating to the Colonial days, and many
of the noted colonists of those formative times, also the First
Legislative enactments of the Colony, and Lord John Berkeley
and Sir George Carteret.

“To the Pretended Representatives of Elizabethtown, Newark
and New Discatawny, and all others whom it may  concern

! Act of the General Assembly ar Woodbridge, 3, 6, 7, 8
of October, 1676.”  “The salary of the Governor was to be paid
good merchantable peas and wheat, &ec., &c. Woodbridge would
appear to have been the place of gathering of the Assembly prior
to Llhzabethtown, 1716,

This little side glimpse into the records of our Colonial history
is simply presented to the reader’s notice, with a view of calling
attention to the striking and remarkable development of the Col-
ony, made during the lifetime of Thomas Patient, and the reading
of the “Biig Book to the wild lndians in the woods” had wrought
effectively in their lives, and the Shepard brothers whose labors in
the civil and religious life of the Colony, that became such a valued
contribution, is unquestionably due to the magnificent and heroic
labor of the sainted Thomas Patient, who organized the Clough
Keating Baptist Church, of which the Shepard brothers were such
conspicuous members, and to whom the South Jersey Baptists are
so much indebted, for becoming among the first of the constitu-
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ent members of the Oid Cohansey Church. Thomas Patient’s
ministry lives to-day on both sides of the Atlantic. 1lis memory
will be cherished by future posterity, and his labors well merit
the blessed “WWell clone, thou good and faithful servaant, enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord.”

1 gladly acknowledge my great indebtedness to any and all the
authors or authorities that 1 found and quoted that in any meas-
ure contributed to make this Diographical Sketch of Rev, Thomas
Patient possible and of interest. [ am especially indebted to Prof.
F. J. C. Hearnshaw, of the Chair of English History, Lrham
University; William Newnam, Esq., British Ordinance Survey,
for copy of "Newnaw’s Notes”; “Stroud’s Life and Time, South-
ampton”; Rev. W, T. Whitley, D.D., LI..12.,, Secretary Daptist
Historical Society of Great Britain; Rev. Hugh D. Irown, D.D,,
Dublin, Ireland ; also Thomas Warner, Iisq., Secretary Irish Lap-
tist Missionary Society, and last, but not least, Prof. Leigh Stra-
chan Davidson, Oxford, Fngland, Chair of English History and
T'resident Balliol College.

Copyright, 1916, by Josbua E, Wills,
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